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Herseth Statement On Iraq Study Group Report

December            6, 2006, Washington, D.C. – U.S.            Rep. Stephanie Herseth released the following statement today upon the            release of the Iraq Study Group report:

“I greatly appreciate            the recommendations of the bipartisan Iraq Study Group. I agree with            their conclusion that the situation in Iraq is grave and deteriorating,            and it is clear that we need an honest assessment and a fresh approach.            While there are no easy answers to solving the crisis in Iraq, a new            course of action is now needed. 

“I particularly            appreciate the Iraq Study Group’s recognition that the situation requires            a bipartisan approach and a broad, sustained consensus, rather than            a partisan political fight. While I do not support an artificial timetable            for withdrawal of American troops, I agree that a gradual change in            the primary mission of U.S. forces in Iraq must take place and steps            must be taken to encourage the Iraqi people to control their own future.            
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“I also agree with            the Group’s recommendation that the training and equipping of Iraqi            security forces is a critical component of our strategy going forward.            I have visited Iraq twice, and during my visits I met with the general            and troops in charge of the training of Iraqi security forces. While            we have made some progress, the Iraqi government is not yet capable            of controlling the escalating violence around the country. We must have            a renewed commitment to the successful and effective training of Iraqi            security forces so that we can turn over a stable democratic Iraq to            its leaders.”

#            # #
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